
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 
 

Dear Colonel families, 
 

Greetings from Semester 2! I know some parents…maybe 183 sets of them…just gasped with the 

realization that this means we have entered the last semester at LHS for the Class of 2023. Another 

nearly 200 sets of parents just realized their baby freshmen are already halfway through this year that 

likely began with a great deal of nerves and uncertainty.  
 

With half the school year under our collective, proverbial belts, there are some conclusions we can 

confidently draw. First among them is that you are raising excellent little humans. In the classroom, on 

the stage, in the barn, on the playing fields…your kids are finding their places here at LHS. The beauty 

is that those places don’t have to be in the spotlight, and they don’t have to have existed before. For so 

many reasons, I am impressed by team managers as much as by starting athletes. I am impressed by the 

stage crew as much as the performers. I am impressed by our greenhouse managers and barn crew as 

much as by our FFA officers. And beyond that, I am amazed by your kids who find a hole and fill it – 

who advocate for change, who campaign for the development of a new club, who conceive of a new 

fundraiser, Spirit Week activity, or assembly. 
 

Of course, not all of our students are comfortable in any of the roles I referenced above, and that’s 

linked to the second conclusion I can confidently draw, which is that the staff at LHS has been tireless 

this year in their efforts to truly see kids. There is always more work to do in that regard, but a particular 

focus since the pandemic has been to look for the kiddos who are hiding…intentionally or otherwise. 

Look for the kid who rarely speaks in class but doodles complex masterpieces in the margins of his 

notebook. Look for the kid who isn’t in music, but immerses herself in music all day, one earbud in, 

classic rock bands represented in her clothes, stickers, and conversations. Look for the quiet ones, the 

mysterious ones, the ones who hide behind long cascades of hair. Look for the nervous ones, the anxious 

ones, the ones who wear high school like an itchy, ill-fitting sweater. We are working hard to notice 

individuals, not just cliques or interest groups, and we are trying to find ways to celebrate and engage 

the gifts those individuals possess, so that we can hopefully turn high school into something that fits a 

little better for everyone…like maybe a well-worn, oversized hoodie. 
 

The final conclusion is that every day at LHS is rich with reasons to be grateful. Maybe gratitude has 

become an overused word, a bumper sticker reminder, but the action of gratitude is purposeful and 

empowering. There are challenges in each day, each hour, in a school – but there are also blessings, and 

many of those blessings are the people. I am grateful to you, Colonel families, for sharing your kiddos 

with us each day; I am grateful to our staff for the work they do at school (and at home outside of school 

hours to prepare); and I am grateful to the unique contributions of each one of your children to our 

school community. 
 

Respectfully, 

 
Amanda O. Fagan 

Principal, Ledyard High School  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
January 31, 2023 to May 31, 2023 

 

 

     
 

February 2023 
3  NO SCHOOL (Professional Development) 

6  LHS Parent Advisory Council   6:30 pm LHS Library  

17  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Dist. Professional Development 

20-21   NO SCHOOL (February Break) 

 
 

March 2023 
3  All District Band Concert   7 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

9  NHS Coffee House    7 pm  LHS Cafeteria 

10  NO SCHOOL   (Professional Development) 

16  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Parent Conferences 

23-25  Spring Musical     7 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

24  SAT’s (Juniors Only – Early Dismissal) 

31  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Dist. Professional Development 
 

April 2023 
3  LHS Parent Advisory Council   6:30 pm LHS Library 

6  Buriak/Candler Benefit Concert   7:00 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

7  NO SCHOOL (Good Friday) 

10-14  NO SCHOOL (Spring Break) 

 

 

May 2023 
6  Junior Prom     6:30 - 10 pm Mystic Hilton  

12  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Professional Development 

18  Eighth Grade Intro to LHS   6:30 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

20  Senior Prom     6 - 10 pm Pequot Museum 

25  FFA Awards Night    6-8 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 

26-27  Pops Concert     7 pm  Gaucher Auditorium 
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Modern Genocide Studies Update: 
 
The Semester 1 Modern Genocide Studies class is coming to an end, however the experiences from the course will 
last a lifetime. Students took part in both in-school and out-of-school museum tours and interactions with second 
generation survivors from both the Armenian genocide and the Holocaust. Early in the semester, Mrs. Samira 
Clough shared her families’ experiences with the atrocities committed under the guise of WWI.  For our study of 
the Holocaust, students took part in a mobile museum exhibit with “Auschwitz - The Architecture of Murder” 
presented by Dr. Marlene Yaholom from the American Society for Yad Vashem. In December, the Jewish 
Federation of Eastern Connecticut sponsored a group of students as they joined with Montville and Waterford 
High Schools and traveled to New York and visited the Museum of Jewish Heritage to tour the exhibit: “The 
Holocaust: What Hate Can Do”, which is “an expansive and timely presentation of Holocaust history told through 
personal stories, objects, photos, and film – many on view for the first time. The 12,000-square-foot exhibition 
features over 750 original objects and survivor testimonies from the Museum’s collection. “The Holocaust: What 
Hate Can Do” is a representation of this global story through a local lens, rooted in the objects donated by 
survivors and their families, many of whom settled in New York and nearby places”, including right here in 
Southeastern Connecticut.  
 
Students visiting the 9/11 Memorial Museum while on the trip to New York: 

 

 
 
Students taking in the mobile exhibition “Auschwitz: The Architecture of Murder” 
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SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE NEWS 

 
 

 
 
Course Registration for 2023-24 

The 2023-24 scheduling season begins with LHS students selecting courses online via 
individual PowerSchool accounts. The new Program of Studies book is now available on the 
LHS website. We encourage all students to review the Program of Studies and speak with their 
counselors, parents and teachers for assistance while selecting courses for next year. Some 
important dates coming up as we begin scheduling for 2023-24 are as follows: 
 

Jan 28 – Feb 6 – LHS online scheduling portal is open! ALL grades 9, 10 and 11 STUDENTS 
MUST SUBMIT A SCHEDULE DURING THIS WINDOW. 
 

Feb 16 – LMS scheduling information night for 8th grade parents to review instructions on how 
to select courses online. LHS counselors will meet parents and give an overview of LHS. 
 

Feb 17 – LHS counselors visit LMS to meet with 8th grade students. Students will complete a 
draft selection sheet to enter online with parents during the LMS portal window. 
 

Feb 22 - March 6 – LMS online scheduling portal is open! ALL grade 8 STUDENTS MUST 
SUBMIT A SCHEDULE DURING THIS WINDOW. 
  
SAT Prep   
All LHS students are encouraged to utilize Khan Academy for SAT 
prep https://www.khanacademy.org/sat .  
  

SAT Administration 

All juniors will be taking the SAT school-day administration on March 29th. Students can 
register for additional Saturday SAT administrations for a fee through their College Board 
account. The deadline to register for the Saturday June 3, 2023 administration is May 4th. 

  
Scholarship applications -Please do not request transcripts for SCHOLARSHIPS 
through Naviance. Scholarship transcripts cannot be sent electronically. Therefore, students 
need to come to the School Counseling and Guidance office to request a hard copy. Requests 
should be made only after the scholarship application has been completed. Scholarship 
transcript request forms are available in the Guidance office. See Mrs. Adams or 
Mrs. LoBianco and allow 3 days to process the request. Transcripts for COLLEGE 
APPLICATIONS and NCAA MUST still be requested through Naviance. 
  

More FAFSA assistance: Call the Federal Student Aid Call Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID  
(1-800-433-3243).  
 
If you plan on completing the FAFSA visit https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa   

 

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
tel:(800)%20433-3243
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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National Honor Society 
 

 The National Honor Society capped off the year with the toy drive. The toy drive was a 
huge success. The school raised $4,500 worth of toys and money! The toys will go to children 
who are hospitalized in Yale's various medical facilities. A national honor society member 
organized and ran a fundraiser for Parkinson’s disease. They raised over $800 for research, 
grants, aid, and so much more! The National Honor Society is so excited to run the next coffee 
house on March 9! The coffee house is always a blast! The performers at Ledyard are 
amazing! NHS is hoping to beat the numbers from last time! 

 

Youth Alive Bible Club 
 

The LHS Youth Alive Bible Club had a very busy first semester supporting several projects 
which included "Socktober"-collecting warm socks for the Homeless (donated to Malta 
ministry), Operation Christmas Child- filling shoeboxes with toys and gifts for children overseas 
(YABC did 4 boxes), Holiday card signing for the Military (99 cards were signed), and "Fill-a-
Backpack"- collecting new school supplies which were donated to United Way of SE CT.  
 
Our next project will be our "Blessing Bags"-collecting toiletries for the Homeless (donations 
will go to Malta ministry). For every toiletry item or $1 donated, staff & students will get a ticket 
for a chance to win a Valentine's Day Goodie Basket or a $15 Amazon Gift Card! We will be 
taking collections during both lunch waves the week of Feb 6th-10th (Mon.-Fri.). 
 
We have tentative plans for Mr. Isaiah Stewart to be our guest speaker during our February 
Youth Alive Bible Club meeting (Feb 1, 2023). He is the assistant boys' basketball coach. The 
club meets in room 115 during the Activity Period, the first Wednesday of each month. 
 
Our next project will be our Spring "Fill-a-Backpack" during Spirit Week in May. 
 
Also, look for our Spring Bake Sale (TBA) on either the last Saturday of April or the first 
Saturday in May. We will be at the Village Market in Ledyard Center and we always appreciate 
their support & the support of the community. 
 
The Youth Alive Bible Club is an active club looking for ways to help support our school and 
local and global communities. All are welcome.  
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